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First published in 2005, this essay by the Lithuanian philosopher Arūnas Sverdiolas is an attempt to 
describe current Lithuanian culture, namely the messed-up overload of unsorted information and 
values that conditioned the cultural scene since early 1990s. It’s structure is based on three very 
tangible metaphors: a sieve, which illustrates the fragmented and historically dissociated access to 
the cultural heritage, as well as current discourses, of the West; a mist, which emphasizes the non-
hierarchical arrangement of information, where even archaeology in Foucauldian sense is quite 
impossible; and a honeycomb, which stresses cell-culture, where different circles, professional and 
otherwise, do not communicate among themselves, leading the author to call Lithuania a barren 
half-arc of Noah. Written as a 20 page complaint, the essay is also an encouragement to face the 
uniqueness and potential of the situation that may be (or may have been) prevalent not just in 
Lithuania but also in other countries with similar histories. 

The text is introduced to Latvian with special attention to revisionism, formation of audiences, and 
the role of a metaphor and other rhetoric vehicles relevant to the philosophy of culture. The 
translation serves as the main press-release of the exhibition 90s, currently on view at kim?, curated 
by Virginija Januškevičiūtė with the Baltic Notebooks of Anthony Blunt. By showing four art 
projects dating from 1985 to 2010, the exhibition transcends the art-historical notion of a decade 
and aligns with current attention to the 1990s as “a decade that yet has to end” (as reads the subtitle 
of an essay by Lars Bang Larsson, “The Long Nineties”, published in Frieze No.144/2012). “The 
nineties are underrated,” says the curator. “When taking a closer look one can see that those then-
methods and practices have enormous potential". 

The launch of the Translation will commence on the April 27 with a guided tour around the 
exhibition with the curator Virginija Januškevičiūtė followed by the gathering in the fully- 
functioning video rental on the ground floor. The philosophers Māra Rubene, Jānis Taurens 
and others are invited for open debates and conversations.  

The curator will again be available for a guided tour and discussion at 12pm (noon) on 
Saturday, April 28. 

Arūnas Sverdiolas, Doctor of Philosophy, teaches at Vilnius University and the Vilnius Academy 
of Arts, and is a scholarly researcher at the Institute of Culture, Philosophy and Art in Vilnius. His 
books include Kultūros filosofija Lietuvoje (The Philosophy of Culture in Lithuania, Vilnius: 
Mintis, 1983) and Steigtis ir sauga. Kultūros filosofijos etiudai (Constitution and preservation. 
Studies in the philosophy of culture, Vilnius: Baltos lankos, 1996), numerous scholarly articles and 
translations of Èmmanuel Lévinas, Hans Georg Gadamer, and Paul Ricœur. His current research 
topics include philosophical hermeneutics, history of hermeneutics and the philosophy of culture. 
The original text of “The Sieve, the Fog and the Honeycomb: Features of Contemporary Lithuanian 
Cultural Time and Space” was published in English in "Baltic Postcolonialism" (ed. Violeta 
Kelertas, Amsterdam/New York, 2006). 



Virginija Januškevičiūtė is a curator at the Contemporary Art Centre (CAC), Vilnius (www.cac.lt) 
and an editor of The Baltic Notebooks of Anthony Blunt (www.blunt.cc). She curated presentations 
of the CAC at the Survival Kit festival in Riga in 2011 (the one-day-only Intermission) and at the 
Cesis Art Festival in 2010 (SWAN SWALLOW BONFIRE ROSEMARY RECITAL). In Vilnius, 
she has recently co-curated Alex Cecchetti's solo Comrades of Fear and Wonder at the CAC. 
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The full version of text is available on The Baltic Notebooks of Anthony Blunt, www.blunt.cc. 
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